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Building Safety in a Disaster 

Disasters come in many forms. In California we have earthquakes, 

wildfires, high winds, floods, landslides and a variety of potential 

manmade problems. Some come and leave quickly without warning, 

some are predictable and linger. The priority in any disaster is the 

safety and security of yourself and those in your care. Secondary, but 

also very important, is the preservation of your home, place of busi-

ness, church and other important physical assets. With this comes the 

protection of essential records, historic and other irreplaceable arti-

facts, and financial assets. Basic precautions and the formation of a 

disaster plan will help prevent unnecessary loss of property and mini-

mize injury in the instance of a disaster. 

Information adapted from Minnesota State Archives 

The Inter-Lutheran 
Emergency Response 

Team is a collaborative 
ministry between the 

Pacifica and Southwest 
California Synods of 

the Evangelical Luther-
an Church of America, 
and the Pacific South-

west District of the 
Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod.  

 

Our mission is to equip 
Lutheran congregations 
and entities to prepare 
for and respond in the 
event of a disaster.  

PREVENTION 
• Know shutoff locations for 

utilities 
• Know location of fire extin-

guishers and how to use 
them. 

• Inspect wiring regularly. 

• Inspect roofs and drains 
regularly. 

• Follow local and state fire 
codes.  

• Check your insurance cov-
erage before a disaster oc-
curs. Buy earthquake, flood 
and other specialty insur-
ance as needed. 

• Determine how you will 
have access to emergency 
funds. 

• Train staff in salvage tech-
niques. 

• Label vital and historical rec-
ords, and create an invento-
ry or locator map that will 
allow you quick access to 
these records when needed. 

PLAN 
• Create a written disaster 

preparedness plan or policy, 
which includes disaster re-
covery, damage assess-
ment, and post disaster 
evaluation procedures. 

• Establish responses to all 
potential geographic and cli-
matic hazards which could 
jeopardize your employees, 
building, and valuable items. 

• Identify sources of assis-
tance, and develop contacts 
with appropriate consultants, 
suppliers, and vendors be-
forehand. 

• Contact local officials to un-
derstand their disaster re-
sponse procedures. 

• Create a telephone tree of 
staff and volunteers. 

• Establish a chain of com-
mand among staff members. 

• Know what your insurance 
carrier will require as evi-
dence of damage. 

RECOVERY 
• Always place human safety 

first. 
• Prevent staff and volunteers 

from entering the building 
until city officials (fire or po-
lice department), or a build-
ing inspector determines the 
building is safe to enter. 

• Allow only authorized staff 
and volunteers into the dam-
aged area. 

•    Contact your insurance  
     carrier. 
• Locate and establish a re-

covery site. 
• Establish a designated stor-

age area for removed mate-
rial. 

• Retrieve vital records. 
• Maintain building security. 
• Set up systems necessary 

to continue operations. 
• Plan for building repair, and 

the replacement of equip-
ment and furnishings. 


